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Obama receives gift fr young author

While most people can only dream of having a face-

lo-face encounter with President of the United States of

America, Barack Obama, 14-year-old Canadian prodigy

* James Valitchka can proudly state that he’s met him
“twice.

During the President’s visit to Oltawa on February 19,
Valitchka presented Obama with a framed copy of a
comic litled “But | Have a Dream”, by Canadian cartoon-
ist Colin McClean. James, the author of elght books,
founder of the Literacy Can Change Lives student con-
ference and renowned motivational speaker, was among
a few Canadians selected to attend the historic day’s
evernls.

The two-panel cartoon first depicts a young Martin
Luther King Jr. telling his disbelieving school teacher that
he has a dream of equality for all people. The second

paneldisplays abeaming President Obama and his wife,

First Lady Michelle Obama, in front of the White House.

James is a fan of cartoonist Colin McClean, whose
Life’s Lighter Side comic strip appears in Share and sev-
eral other publications.

“The election of President Obama touched me deeply
because it represents the power of vision, teamwork,
individual tenacity and collective hope,” said McClean.
“I believe it's a positive message for the world.”

The cartoonist was also thrilled to have his artwork
given to President Obama.

“It's the next best thing to meeting him in person,”

JAMES VALITCHKA (}eﬁ) and COLIN McL‘LEAN hold a framed
copy of McClean's cartoon, “But | Have a Dream”. Valitchka
presenteti a copy of the cartoon to U.S. President BARACK
OBAMA in Ottawa last Thursday.

Photo courtesy of Colin McClean
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said McClean. “I'm inspired by James and honoured to
have such a truly remarkable young man do this.”
Valitchka previously met Obama when they were both
touring the same high school in Washington, D.C. last
month on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 19. James,
a dual Canadian/American citizen, was on the tour as a
member of the “Presidential Classroom” program
Valitchka says he will forever remember the inspira-

- tional words the President of the United States of America

told him: “James, [ believe that you and many young
people will use your gifts and talents to make a positive
change in the world around you. You can be that change,”
said Obama.
In response, the teen prodlgy replied: “Yes, I will sir”.
Colin McClean’s comic, “But I Have a Dream”, can
be viewed on page 14.
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